





“Defeats and Triumph”, a SKETCH
Womyn’s Art Show was a Success

The opening was fluttering with vibrant spirits. There were children running
around, artists, dogs, teachers and many folks from diverse backgrounds.

It was so touching to see the artists receive feedback and honour for their work,
their truth, their creativity.

DEFEATS AND TRIUMPH was created to inspire people to look at those
things that block them, to look at those struggles, and tell their story in what ever
way that translates. These stories are so very important. We often don't get access
to hear the stories from the "street." The two week exhibition at Visual Arts
Ontario (VAO) saw 150 audience members.

The show aim was to open dialogue around the abilities of homeless and street-
involved self identified female youth, to empower women through creativity and
to connect communities that sometimes feel worlds apart.

I'want to thank the artists for all their hard work and bravery; Lisa, Ashton, DD,
Rosa, Chelsee, Jenna, Ky'enne, Hailey, Leah, Bijoux, Ale, Jodi, and Brescia. Thank
you to VAO for donating the space and Heather for the support.

The show was organized by Francesca Nocera, a SKETCH Associate Artist.

Video School

By Wil
Video School was a 10-week film-making course. Seven to twelve people

met with instructor Sarah Sharkey-Pierce to do creative writing,
filming and editing of their own original short films.

During each class we watched some material to get a sense of what we
could do, and we also did a creative writing exercise. Sarah showed us a film
created from found footage and it was excellent. It had a really great feel
to it.

We then worked on developing ideas and got sets and props together for
filming. I worked with puppets to create a taste of a SKETCH day, cutting
in film of people’s feet moving around SKETCH and art being made.

Other films made include “A View of Toronto,” with shots of the city set
to music, and a music video for a song one participant wrote with other
participants performing and filming.

We edited at a studio called Charles Street Video and one of the perks of
this course was that we got a one year membership at this co-op. They
oriented us to the software and helped us with editing.

Some favourite parts of Video School were “editing my video - it was fun
to see all my footage and it was a good feeling when I was able to throw out
some of my footage and keep the best,” and “I liked to compare my original
story board ideas with the actual outcomes and it was cool to see people
collaborating on each other’s projects. It led to a great community-esque
feeling!”

Things that we learned included “that I didnt have my video all in
one shot.”

I really enjoyed working with the software. I wish I had more time to get
comfortable with it, but it was a nice taste of editing and knowing what the

resources are in Toronto are for film-making on a reasonable budget.

We LOVE our Volunteers

By Chad Mohr

SKETCH has been blessed with some outstanding volunteers and
placements. Lately, here, there and everywhere we have had the assistance of

Ozzy. In the kitchen, the garden and the studio. His energy abounds and we are

very appreciative of everything that he has done.

We have also had some excellent support from our placement students in the
last several months. Katie Di Battista from the Ryerson School of Social Work
spent 8 months here with us in the studio doing just about everything. She
finished her time here (and school!) just last week and already we miss her.

Elizabeth Rembelos from the Community Arts Program at York has been part
of Workshop Wednesdays for many, many months and she too has finished her
coop. We so appreciate her presence.

Julia Driman from the Masters of Social Work program at York is about half
way through her 6 months with us. She is working on program policies and
procedures and also helping with Blundstone’s Boot It UP! Thank you for the
terrific assistance.

John Caffery dances up a storm with participants weekly in the movement
studio. Thank you for inspiring joyful jiggling at SKETCH. He is also putting on
a benefit for us called The Better Reasons Festival. Please see the back page for

more details.



Random Acts of Kindness

Steve Ferrara of Well and Good and artist
HXFOUR (Clayton Rochemont) for organizing the
RISE art auction in December that raised over
$5,000 for SKETCH. It was a great night with
amazing contributions from over 30 Toronto artists.
We really appreciate their support. Look out for Well

and Good’s 3rd annual fundraiser this December.

Paul Cadiente, John Papamarko, Monica Wong,
Sarah Roger, Rosalee Gunraj, Meighan Szigeti and
Ashley Hiscox of the Public Relations and Corporate
Communications program at Centennial College for
organizing the Re:Action 08 event held in April. It
was an art show and discussion on gentrification in

Toronto that raised money for SKETCH.

The Artist Project for donating a booth at their event
in March, which allowed SKETCH participants to
vend and display artwork. They also donated a

portion of the proceeds from their opening gala to us.

Karen Chang and Nicole McCord of Push Pull
Dance for organizing the Patchwork dance event at

Revival in April in order to raise money for us.

Marilyn Sims and Vert Catering for the ongoing and
delectable donations of food for our Board meetings.

You are amazing,

CAPIC for donating a spot in their Photography

Assistant Workshop to one of our participants.

Rona Abramovitch and Heather Grierson from
Ryerson University for their support in securing 3
Ryerson Continuing Education Bursaries, as well as a

materials bursary.

Catherine Swing for donations of cutlery!

Visual Arts Ontario for donating their gallery space
for the Womyn’s Art Show ‘Defeat and Triumph’.
Also for offering free portfolio development
workshops at SKETCH.

Desilse Youth Gallery for extending an invitation to
SKETCH artists to display work at the show [Fill in
the Blank], which runs until June 27th. You can find

out more about the show at www.delisleyouth.org.

Crema Coffee Company for displaying art work at
their new cafe. The work will be up until June and you
can find them in the Junction at 3079 Dundas St. W.

Students and staff from the Humber School of
Social and Community Services for hanging artwork
created by SKETCH participants at their Supervisor’s
Recognition event. As well as for the large food

donation they made.

Alice and Robert Kahn from Reliable Corporation,

for a substantial donation to our textile endeavors!

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Leaskdale and for

donating all kinds of cutlery and toiletries recently.

Lynda Yuen from Channel Zero for being inspired
by her daughter to connect SKETCH with media
opportunities! Cal Miller, Jennifer Chen, Shane
Smith for their kind offerings to our programs in

video and film.

Alex and Joy for your media savvy and eagerness to

help us in anything]

Living Earth School of Herbalism for enrolling a
SKETCH participant in their Herbal Field Studies

Course at a subsidized rate.

Recent benefits and shows for SKETCH
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BETTER REASONS /2.c../ JUN 12-14

The Blocks Blocks Blocks Recording Club, Fuzzy

Logic Recordings, Out of this Spark and the Tranzac
present this festival, a celebration of music, art and
independent culture. Proceeds will be donated to SKETCH.
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All concerts at the Tranzac, 292 Brunswick Ave.
in the Main Hall. Admission is Pay What You

Can. The Tranzac will also be exhibiting art
work by youth from SKETCH.
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